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Mr. Hoole s CLEONICE,
[A.D.
' Tell me, and tell me honestly, what you think and what other say of our travels.    Shall we touch the continent1 ? ' I am, dear Sir,
' Your most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' ' Nov. 26,1774.'
In his manuscript diary of this year, there is the followin entry:—
' Nov. 27.    Advent Sunday.    I considered that this day, bein the beginning of the ecclesiastical year, was a proper time for new course of life.    I began to read the Greek Testament regi larly at 160 verses every Sunday.    This day I began the Acts.
' In this week I read Virgil's Pastorals. I learned to repeat th Pollio and Gallus. I read carelessly the first Georgick?
Such evidences of his unceasing ardour, both for ' divin and human lore/ when advanced into his sixty-fifth yea and notwithstanding his many disturbances from diseasi must make us at once honour his spirit, and lament that : should be so grievously clogged by its material tegumen It is remarkable, that he was very fond of the precisio which calculation produces2. Thus we find in one of h: manuscript diaries, ' 12 pages in 4to. Gr. Test, and 30 page in Beza's folio, comprize the whole in 40 days.' .
' DR. JOHNSON TO JOHN HOOLE, ESQ ". 'DEAR SIR,'
' I have returned your play *, which you will find underscore
1 We had projected a voyage together up the Baltick, and talked i visiting some of the more northern regions. BOSWELL. See Boswell Hebrides, Sept. 16.
3  See ante, i. 83.
8 John Hoole, the son of a London watchmaker, was born, in De 1727, and died on Aug. 2,1803. At the age of seventeen he was place as a clerk in the East-India House; but, like his successors, Jann and John Stuart Mill, he was an author as well as a clerk. See am i-443-
4  Cleonzce.   BOSWELL.   Nichols (Lit. Anec. ii. 407) says that as Ch nice was a failure on the stage' Mr. Hoole returned a considerab
witmbrace of this amiable man, who, while these pages were preparing to attest his virtues, perished in the passage between Ulva and Inch Kenneth.'
